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Re: Martin Luther King Report 



ppj 



In November, 1975, aL your direction, v;e undertook to 
review and investigate various matters pertaining to Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Specifically, we sought to determine whether the 
FBI harassed or committed other illegal or improper acts 
against Dr. King during his life, and whether the FBI was 
implicated in his death. Implicit in this review was an effort 
to determine whether the FBI's investigation of King's death 
was thorough and honest, or whether it v;as tainted by the earlier 
efforts to discredit King as discussed below. Co) 

In conducting our review, we relied primarily upon the 
Martin Luther King files at the FBI headquarters in Washington. 
These files are voluminous, and we were unable to review then, ^ 
all. 1/ We reviewed none of the files in Atlanta or Memphis,^' 
and we did not undertake a program of interviewing key witnesses. 
We did cooperate with the staff of the Senate Select Committee 
cn Intelligence, and they X'h.th us, and we have recently had the 
benefit of seeing -the findings and conclusions in their upcoming 
report. (In general, they confirm our own views independently 
arrived at.) Co) 

Based upon this selective review, we have found -that the 
FBI undertook a systematic program of harassment of Martin Luther 
King, by means both legal and illegal, in order to discredit him 
and harm both him ^lnd the movement he led. (y} 

/ We have not found a basis to believe that the FBI in any 

' way caused the death of Martin Luther King. (u) 
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1/ Fee the attached memorandum!, Murphy to Fohfcingar, March 31, 1976, 
pages 2 and 3, for description of files revi~- : ;ecL 
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Bureau .to intensify its surveillance. Again, this authorization 
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. . ■ . It xs i.. this ensuing long campaign to discredit King that 
tne bureau mest clearly overstepped its investigative and law 
er'orcement functions. This is not a judgment which rests ucon 
*e benefit of hindsight. As ah investigative agency, the FBI f W 1 
had no legal authority to make such determinations nor to act / j 
upon them. For reasons beyond the scope of this analysis, the P 
Historical fact is that the Department did not control the FBI 
effectively in such matters. We have seen, no records in the files 
h/ a 1 t ^ ia Attorney General or other key department officials were 
advised of the actions taken to discredit King, although certainly 
the product of the microphone surveillances was knovn to Attorney 
General Kennedy and the White House. The Attorney General did 
retrieve the distribution of a "monograph" or msmoraiidum outlining 
abnegations of Ccirrnunist connections and highly personal arid 
derogatory inf oiiiia lion about King, but it is unclear whether this 
was done primarily to curb the Bureau's impropriety or to preserve 
°f the Attorney General's earlier public conclusion 
uh<ii_ Ring v^ps free from Communist Party influence, 
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In April, the Atlanta office, of the FBI submitted a 
37 page monograph on Dr. King which' ine l tided. a statement that 
information obtained during a three year period ending in 
September 1961 indicated no communist influence on King or 
SCLC. On May 10, FBI Headquarters advised the SAC in Atlanta 
that his conclusion was not consistent with facts mentioned 
elsewhere in the monograph and instructed him to delete that 
conclusion from the monograph. The next day, Hoover placed 
King in bection A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communist. 
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lit July Attorney General Kennedy received r 
cne urrec ter reporting a request from Senator Konroney (D-Okla, 
rcr nr.tormatz.cn concerning racial agitation and communist in- 
fluence m racial matters. (Sena*-'-- »«. — ' .-- j .. 

a sxmxiar inquiry a few days later). The Senator's request was 
apparently prompted by testimony by Gov. Ross Barnett of Missis 
sippr^against an administration public accommodations bill. . 
Earnest nad raised the question of communist influence. Two 
days later Gov. Wallace of Alabama testified in similar fashion 
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On July 15, 1963, Attorney General Kennedy apparently 
initiated a discussion, with his FBI liaison, Courtney Evans, ^ 
concerning the feasibility of electronic surveillance on l \1A $\'i 

Dr. King because of possible communist influence on King. . 

Evans discouraged the Attorney General, weighing the risk of \ 
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically 
surveilling King who moved about the country so much but 
stating that a feasibility study could be done. After the 
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was 
feasible and secure, the Eureeu prepared the necessary 
authorisation papers for a tesur on King’s resident or at / 

any future address to which he may move, and for a casur on J 
SC1C or any future address to which it may move, and sent ’ 

them to the Attorney General on July 23. On July 25, the 
Attorney General declined, believing it to be ill advised.^.) 



On July 17, 1963, President Kennedy answered a cues- ; 
tion at a press conference to the effect that there was no 
evidence that civil rights demonstrations' were communist 
inspired . It was in this same month that the FBI opened 
an investigative file called "Communist Influence in Facial 
Hefters”. On July 13, the Director sent a memo to ail Sags 
instructing than to be alert tc any information cancetni.ug 
such influence. The AttcT.ey General said in July that the 
FBI had no evidence that an 2 / civil rights leaders were con- 
trolled by Communists. Letters similar in tone were sent to 
Senators Kagnuscn and Monroney on July 23 . On July 29 , 
Hoover sent the Attorney General an 18 page memorandum cap- 
tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Communist 
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.. 777, . ....^ 77777.77V. 77. ...... 

*.* M’.ir • J These conversations dare ren. ; Arcad''to~eh!? — ' 

Dep:i_trcenc. in the sane month, the Bureau- overheard = c -v----- 

saticn between (L)fJ)(c) and Gordon Haskell of the ACI.II that the 
Attorney General or adwarci it. Kurro v , then head of tbo - T S"^A 
might gives King an award on behalf of the ACLU. In" an 
the presentation, I'lirrow v?.s sent a SFC 7? r' T ’ 



'bd I tjtyfi. 

ml b 

r 

Adn, 




hjaa that Ilaslces! na«l bten elected chairman ot the 
r —■ -L ucei^iist League about site years previous lv^ 'J 

It was also in August 1963 that the Domestic T ntelli- 
ger.ee Division of the FBI, headed by William Sullivan prepared 
a memorandum analyzing the co-munis n party's efforts to exploit 
Negroes . The memorandum concluded that the effort vis tav.-geiy 
unsuccessrul cut should be closely watched. It stated that the 
Ccraauuiat Party regarded King as the most likely vehicle through 
ware a it could achieve its goals. It contained no new infoxxza- 
tion about King and did not conclude that he was a cor.- amis 
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h°°var rejected the memo with a sarcastic reminds- th- t- 
same FLI personnel had once said the same thin- about Cas^o 
Sullivan apologized saying the Director was ri-ht a A ’-t ZT 

*?■ liva ? call = d King tL 

hsgro in tae country from the standpoint o" co -™ ~ 

hegro and national security. The memo disclosed that 
people were working full time at Headquarters on the Ke-ro- 
communxsc influence' question.^'; - • ° ro . 

. 111 September the substance of more overheard conversa- 

^,o„s were « o^rni. * z PP ~.Z c 



* 1 
3 ~ 



because of the pressure from the Kennedy administrati ^ ^ 
c H °wever, indications are that King communicate ^tv, 

c) 7 



- However, indications are that King coxmnJniclSd 
* • ‘CfcXi^O who had now become counsel to K-‘n- 
^<^King asked . .«**« this time if hls 

^-aerstooo. way King had not called Mm. Kin- sa^d fa? ^ e d ‘ 
5S'i^° Wax f UnfcU £he clvil ri S hts debate was over! toS^v 

^4S'a"rrtloxbl,b h 7 <aM0 “ as ovorheard calM "g »ith xals, 

£ and LVWnXwJabout various matters indue-*'— th--> 

acmoing, a replacement for making money fjWa ^ § ~ 

record ore King s speeches and a forthcoming beck of King 'zJZgf’tJL 

- s -4 ’c- v . . ' * • 

lxi oiwt?OiT TlUiT^^.vi Htfad^uErtsrs .• 

‘ New York to do a feasibility" study or: 



.Wvi 

A 



offices 



JUt.1 itw.vaui.cl 



and 



XZJL _5 
■*• J.CXU 



. SU1 Y -t llarie£: King and SCLG in both cities 



? "a V "i i '*r*’j J a ° ^^wxoc isjt only alleged communist influ pmc** ' 
-[-deleted pursuance ( b)(7)(C) On September 16 ' “ 

_i 4m fc pr ? p 2? e<l incr2as£d coverage of the Communist Party's 
^-Oxts to influence Negroes. Hoover rejected the proposal 
sarcastically saying that it would be a waste of resources — 

earl f er . n:G ®° of Sullivan's Division. On September 
. » Sullivan apologized again and renewed his proposal for 

covera &e. Hoover approved the proposal on October 

i, iyo3/o-j) 
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On October 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedy approved 
the request cn a trial basis (ha also approved a tesur on SCLC 
in Now York City at the same time; on October 21, he approved 
one on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to continue it if productive 
results and asking to.be advised if pertinent information de- 
veloped on communist connections. Attorney General Kennedy 
had e.cpresssd concern about a tap on King’s heme item a secu- 
rity standpoint. He told Evans, "the last thing we could 
affora to have would be a discovery' of a wiretap cn Kina’s 
residence". ^ After receiving Evans' assurance of security, 

Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage if L V 
substantial information was to be developed about the relation - \ A* 1 ^.' s \ 
slurp between King and the Communist Party. Although the file 1 ivfc J * * 

. rou^uecs the coverage was ro be evaluated after 3U days because 
of Kennedy’s uncertainty about it, there is no record that the 
bureau ever went back tc the Attorney General for approval or" 
xvenaedy inquired about the results. However b? s brother 
assassmatec: soon after the 30 day evaluation was com- 
pleted. The evaluation was internal and it resulted in a 90 
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cay extension, largely because of info-nation obtained that 
had nothing to do with communist influence, for example, 

_J_de leted-~ (b) (7) (C) . . . ] SCLC finances and King's travel plairsT(u.) 

^ Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen 
microphones were used against King or SCLC over a two year 
pericdyU) . ■ i / ’W» t 
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Wiretap Surveill 


auce of Dr. King and 


the SCLC 


Location 


Installed 


Discontinued 


King 1 s home 


11/8/ 63 


4/30/65 


New York City apartment 


8/14/64 


9/8/64 


Hyatt House, Los Angeles 


4/24/64 


4/26/64 


Hyatt House, Lcs Angeles 


7/7/64 


7/9/64 


Claridge Hotel, 




j 1 


Atlantic City 


8/22/64 


8/27/64 


SCLC, Atlanta 


11/8/63 


6/21/65 


SCLC, New York 


10/24/63 


1/24/64 




7/31/64 


7/31/64 ^ , 


Microphone Survs 


illance of Dr. King : 


> 

Jan. 64- Nov. 65 



Location ' ' v Installed 



Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee 
* Hilton Hawaiian Village, Honolulu 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 
Statler Hotel, Detroit 
Senator Motel, Sacramento 
Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles 
"'u^c f kotol, ouvonnah 
Park Share ten. Hew York 
Americana Hotel, New York 
Park Sheraton, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic, New York 
Astor Hotel, New York 
New York Hilton, New York 
Americana Hotel, New York 



1/5/64 

1/27/64 

2/18/64 

2/20/54 

2/22/54 

3/19/54 

4/23/64 

7/7/64 

S/28/54 

1/3/C5 

1/28/ 65 

3/29/65 

5/12/65 

10/14/65 

10/28/65 

11/29/65 
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, , Ii Q-v-s-^r -no Attorney General was advised that King 
r.v" ^XcV^ciaxn discussed a replacement for (i)C7)Cc) and that 
CVX2X0 sa.-.a ne would discuss it with King's "friend”. Kennedy 
was also aevised tnat King had received a telegram from a 
Russian poet. 

In October the Bureau sent to various government offi- 
cials a monograph captioned: Communism and the Negro Movement - 
a Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained 
unfavorable rererences to him, including personal conduct un- 
related to any association with the Communist Party. The 
Bureau knew it would upset the Attorney General. ""it d Id He 
ordered all copies recovered. They ware./uc) 

In November the Bureau had the tesurs in olace at Kind 1 '' 
_ home and at SCLC Headquarters and they be a an to overhear King 

taLcxngC.,,. (b)(7)(C) i 

V ^recounting past meetings. They also overheard conVoVsVtions 
uetween king and GOCJXQ about a forthcoming book and a m^etinv 

Kc ' : Yo f k with * • *0307X0 (photographs were taken *° 

* \Z £h - WinS Kln "’ • • • Cb)C?XO ...• ‘ together in New York) and about 

P arfc y f °r King. I CLASSIFIED: SECRET.... 

.FT- (D) (.1) .....‘ ; ^ "~fs) 
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("rs; 

RGLuHi4.nc co Dacembf*?- T -- „ 

°^°o„? he i,^ ***«"■ Soing'lo^^^^sS^r 

r.raph about Kin- that°hS j! Sn ' Ilr ‘ s “ cns Bhlta the mono- 

celled b<* irtni n Z h be£m P revic ’ asi 7 disseminated but t s . 
Areo^CcS VtlT Hoover did not advise the 
if ter l4s?d-r^ h JS t Xnteatron. In fact, for some time 
direct 1 v -nr^ t-u s aSiia ssi:iat3.©Ti, Hoover ccomunicat-’d 

Attorney Gener -d did not always infer, the 
y oencrcil of wnat ha was doing 
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Also in December, presumably sensing an opportunity 
because of a new Fresicent to become more aggressive in their 
effort to discredit King, the Bureau bad a one day conference 
at -Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial 
matters and to "discuss avenues of approach to exposing King's 
unholy alliance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was 
prepared in advance cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized 
King as a "dupe of the communists but also a man of low char- 
acter J „ Sullivan prepared a memorandum for his superiors re- 
porting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting 
was attended by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four 
other men from Headquarters. Sullivan reported that the meet- 
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points. 

Four dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The^ other 
two dealt specifically with King and his personal life. Sullivan 
stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done with- 
out embarassmsnt to the Bureau, expose King as an immoral 
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the 
racial situation for personal gain. . . [We] will expose King 
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor- 
tunity". It was agreed to continue the security investigation 
,of King for ninety days and to give the case priority attention/!,} 

Bo 1964 , ;‘V 
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In January 1964 King was named "Man of the Year" by Tim 
Magazine, On a U?I press rlease announcing the selection, 
Hoover wrote: "They had to dig deep in the garbage to come up 
with this one". On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepared by 
Sullivan, recommending getting King off of his pedestal and re- 
placing him with another of the Bureau's choosing. The idea 
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters told its Atlanta office 
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follov; up to 
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Bureau began a review of 
the tax returns for the previous 5 years of King, SCLC and the 
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to seek infor- 
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the' Negro 
movement, stating these would be good four counterintelligence 
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the Director instructed New York to stay alert for La:: e^Tion 
indorsation on King or his organizations and to provide informa- 
tion or any efrort to utilize the media to enhance King's ima*e. 
Coviouoly* these instructions pertained to information that 
mignt be obtained through tesurs and misurs/'u.) J-hll 'no 

■ Hie first microphone surveill ances of K^np r 'cc ,, rred in P 
January 1954 at the Willard Hotel. An eight paj of ^ 

the tape was prepared and delivered to Walter" Jenkins of the / L u^ 
White House staff, [deleted pursuant to (b) (7) (C) krTTTTT^^^^J^r: 

a racoatn&'Kcratiron - tlra , t ,- 'the“Stfcolnaay General getT copy. Sullivan / ^ 

pointed cut that Kennedy night reprimand King, thereby fora- 
closing the possibility of developing similar information. "h 

Sullivan said it was important to have such information in order 
to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro people. p 

l.i briefing cenh^-ns, Cartha DeLoach acknowledged that the Direc- 
tor wanted additional information prior to discussing it with li. 

certain friends -meaning-, • among others, the media. (Z) u, 

'i : A • .. IjL 

On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved another misur at ' 0 ° ***;*.? 
a Milwaukee hotel. The recommending memo pointed' Put that be- ”7 "• & 

..tense police would be nearby, t deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) — v$ 

iiOuv^r wx oic : "T cion * t snare the conjecture - ~ ....... • . . ^ |ii 

J: 

line Attorney General was advised that King in Nsm» Aj 
Yrrk wit: ... tW) OXO .... and others in January. Also in J a \ 

[ (b) (7) (fc-hs overheard calling King a "sucker", "ignorant", 
"inexperienced", a "bad writer" and "without business sense". ip. 

: til 

On. January 17, 1964 Headquarters approved discontinuance <;"h 

of the coverage at SCLC in New York because of the office's 
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the office be- {<$ 

came active. Hoover testified before the House Appropriations 
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Connie tcc in January/ and made scree off-the-record remarks about 
fCin>, and i-he com^un is l. influence in the racial movement, which 
causes a public furor when they were discussed in a Joseph Alsop 
newspaper column in April.^U) 
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On February 12, 19C4 the Director in a memo to the Atlanta 

to"(bH 7 V(c) ar ^ Sd C °- a - conversation in which [ de leted pursuant 

h *1— * * ‘ t— • . . . ] Hoover 

: : - ^- co Atlanta to be alert to [ - (b) (7) (C ) . . . ;Jf^F counter- 
in-elli«ence purposes. He indicated - he wanted to capitalise on 
-t and welcomed suggestions as to how it could be done. 

On February 13. 1964, Assistant Attorney General Burke 
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King, [ (b) ( 7 ) (c) ] 
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[ . . (b) (7) (C),. .Ji la nade reference to a September 1363 

Eenio he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall’s, con- 
versation with King in which he provided King with specific 
inf orrr.ai_ 2 .on about [ . . . (b) (7) (C) Marshall wanted President 

Johnson to know of King’s background. Ha did not know that 
the . Bureau had bean providing the White House with such infor- 
mation. DeLoach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall 1 s 
letter and a meeting DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter 
Jenkins about the. letter. He reported that the White House 
mistrusted Attorney General Kennedy's motives in providing the 
riles. Personal marginalia written on the memo by Hoover in- 
dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attorney General 
Katcen.bach . 

In response to information about a rumored plct to 
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo'on the 
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised promptly 
of information concerning violence to be directed against King. 
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and 
Atlanta offices to gather all previous references to King's 
forthcoming book and put them in one memorandum so that the 
Bureau could take some action in counterintelligence or other- 
t wi "to discredit King or otherwise neutralize his effective- 
ness because c£ communist influence on hire. ^ 

King met on February 29 with [...(b)(7)(C)-...] in NewV^ 
York City. X 

When King went to Hawaii in February, , agents from San / 
Francisco were sent to the island to install microphones in 
his hotel. Sullivan justified the installation as an attemot v / 

to obtain facts about King [ ♦ . (b) (7) (C) . fro that - might be J 

used against 

In March 1964, conversations continued to be intercepted 
and reported. Also in March King was approached by two people 
in government: one was an invitation fr&m Sargent Shriver to 
consult on a poverty study being done by OEO; the other was a 
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discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of 
the Kennedy's) about King’s participating in a civil rights 
memorial for President Kennedy. Among the comments on the 
Bureau memo about these contacts were that it was shocking, 
in view or Attorney General and White House knowledge of King's 
Communist Party connections, that is was disturbing, particu- 
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught "with evil. ^2) 

Or. March 4, it was recommended to Sullivan and approved 
by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of 
the Willard Hotel nisur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and. 

Los Angeles, Evans;, was to tell the Attorney General that King 
shouldn't be told of the information. He was provided the 
information now because Berl Bernhard was scheduled to inter- 
view King in connection with a possible memorial to President 
Kennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General might 
cancel the interview. The White House was also provided with 
the more recent information. /qj , - . / 

\ a : : — rf*. l/f/Vift- WMSM ' J» 4 

On March 9, 1964 (b)COCO net with King in Atlanta. In 
March, the Bureau proposed and carried out several significant 
e actions against King. They installed a nisur on Sullivan's 
• authorization in a Detroit hotel where King was staying. After 

ii tis U T *iJL\ r G T *sd.wy’ ^ q d . 1 ** ei 2 T, '2.rd «> 

honorary degree. Hoover approved having the SAC in Milwaukee 
give the Chancellor of the University a monograph about King 
that cited his communist party connections and referred to his 
being a "moral degenerate. Marquette had 'previously honored 
Hoover and the Bureau memo that recommended this action thought 
it was "shocking" that the University would also honor King fy . j 

(4>X"0CO whom King was considering adding to his 

staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As 
a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the New York 
I Daily News with this information for a news article which was 
published. The Director turned down a. request of Representa- 
tive Smith of Virginia for information about • • • Cb}OXO 
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with the. notation, "not now". King was photographed by the FBI 
in Lot Angeles with an aide and 
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In April 1964, DeLoach briefed Senator Saltonstall (Mass.) 
nr.d Springfield College President Glenn Olds (now President 
of Kent State University) about King in an unsuccessful effort 
tc* prevent the awarding of an honorary degree. Also in A.pril 
Joseph Alsop published the article concerning King, coirmnist 
connections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning communist 
influence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the 
Bureau's concern with communism and not with racial problems ^ ) 
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On April 23, 1964 Sullivan authorized a misur on King -^5^' 
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in Aorii Hoover" V J 
approved permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intclli- L* c* 
gence and. Research to read the "recalled" monograph about King. 

The White House and Attorney General were told that King, in ’* S yr 
a near intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger r> 
strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passed. 
Attorney General Kennedy was advised that King had refused to 4 T 
debate Malcolm X. King confused the Director when, for unknown 4 4 
reasons , he had his secretary advise the FBI he was going to C i 
give a speech in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this”v;as f ^ 4 . 
the first tine Xing had told the Bureau of his plans and the v 

Director wanted to know why. In later months,, and years, King 4^, £ 
usually told the Bureau of.-his travel plans ^ 

The pace of Bureau activity concerning King then seems 
to have slackened for a. few months. In fact, in May 1964 
1 Ine Atlanta of tree was told to leave personal material about 
Kang cnly in intra-Bureau communications and not in anything 
tuac miguL be disseminated. However , the Hew York office was 
c tree fad to canvass New York banks to find any accounts of 
Iting. An updated profile of King was prepared in May and served 
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as the justification, for keeoi 
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in Section A of the Reserve 
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ludex because of "subject's position as President of SCLC and 

he continues tc be controlled by Communists . " The summary of 

^the profile originally contained a statement that King "... 
p ^ .. . L_. ,1 » r\ • . . i / 
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In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of the 
FBI's concern with communist influence on him and the racial 
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movement by saying that the Bureau should be more concerned with 
such things as bombings against black people. Also in hay, the 
Director congratulated the Atlanta office for some, investigative 
work that appeared to indicate [ (b) (7) (6)d prepared a letter for 7 
King in February. Headquarters considered this a most important , 
development which showed continuing ties between (b) (7)C-.;ac King. 1 
On May 18, Headquarters told Hew York to update their information 
on O'Dell.^jr) ? 

In June 1964, a New York attorney, Harry Wachtel, seems 
to have become an advisor to King. In the White House, Lee 
White, later to become Chairman of the Federal Power Commission, 
had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When 
his name appeared, Hoover asked, "What do we know about Lee 
White?" He was provided with background information that same 
day. On June 3 and 4, 1564 the White House and the Attorney 
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor- 
mation about [ (b) (7) (C) •_ 1 . . . . . . . 

' tin June b, Headqua'ft'ers s exit - another memo to 

various ~iisia~of f ices reminding them to be "...extremely alert 
to any and all information available bearing upon the matter 
, of [««••»<■« (b) (7) (C) ] tje should be alert to any situa- 

tion which might merit exploitation by the Bureau at the proper 
time..." Significantly, however, on the eleventh. Headquarters 
sent a memo to field offices in Jacksonville (St. Augustine 
was the scene of civil rights demonstrations at that Lime) , 

Atlanta and New York emphasising the necessity of advising local 
police officials, military and secret service personnel whenever 
the Bureau received information concerning a threat to King : s 
life. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Bureau 
if there were claims of inaction or delay concerning such threatshu) 

On June 12, 1964 Sullivan prepared a memo for Alan Balmont , 
telling of Siillivan's meeting with a Dr. Espy, the General Secre- 
tary of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Dr. Espy 
wanted to know of King's communist ties. Sullivan told him of 
that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote, 

"7. think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some good, 
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In July, an internal Bureau rare justified the contin- 
uance of tosurs previously authorised on King. On July 17 
the White House (Jenkins) , at Hoover's direction, was given a 

descriptive summary of [ (b)(7)(C)..........' p 

The Attorney General was no t — 

In mid-July King was to appear in Greenwood, Mississippi 
shortly after it was learned that . three civil rights workers 
were missing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did 
noc want co afford protection lo Br. King and he spoke separately 
with the President and the Attorney General. The President 
finally told Hoover he wanted the FBI to be with King and to 
make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal 
law in that regard AX; 

On July 23, while listening to King's telephone, the 
Bureau heard of a report of plans to kill King. The rumor v?as 
checked with negative results. The Bureau was provided with a 
report of checks drawn in June from King's New York bank account. 
The Bureau briefed Congressman Pucinski of Illinois of some of 
King's background. And on July 29, 1964 King was overheard 
, tolling [..(b) (7) (C) . . ] he did not think he should speak in Harlem 
or Bedford - Stuyvesant (where there had been racial rioting) 

.to . . . ccmmunrs i. 3 groups woujlJ do- everything tviey couj.*J 
to discredit 

In August and September 1964, Hoover approved nropcsalc 
to have an 4 SAC in New York try to get Cardinal Spellman to 
prevent the Pons from granting an audience to King, to have 
DsLoach go to former Eisenhower Press Secretary James Hagerty 
to prevent. ABC from doing a television biograph of King, and 
to have DeLoach go to the Chairman of the Board of Curtis 
Publishing Company which published the Saturday? Evening Post to 
prevent the publishing of an article by King in the magazine. 
According to Bureau memos, although the Cardinal was "gratified 
that the Director thought enough of him" to convey the informa- 
tion, the audience was granted. Hoover wrote , "Astounding" on 
two news articles which reported the audience. On a third, he 
wrote "I am amazed that the Pope gave an audience to such a 
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Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September and he 
gave Courtney Evans the material about King's hotel activitie 
provided him on two earlier occasions by the FBI. Kennedy di 
r.ot V7nnt the material in Department of Justice files ar.d he 
..recommended that the FBI destroy it. Hoover refused to do so 
and directed that it be retained in a secure location. 



CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT- (b) (1) 



‘ J 




TOP SECRET 










0 ) 



- 35 - 



TOP SEC 



' CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET. . . . EXEMPT=(b) (1) 



f 



\ . 

r ‘ , * r f a Kin § wa ' s overheard telling (now Congressman) Waiter 
Fauntroy he wa3 not sure he would attend a "get out the vote 1 ' : 
nesting of clergymen in New York because of Cardinal Spellman's 
conservatism. Hoover wrote, "Have (SAC) Malone alert the Cardinal. 

^ In p ct i ober 196 ^» d'ames Bland of the FBI recommended that 
the uesur be uopt on King s Home. On October 11, two more in- 
terr.a. „ureau memos defined the procedure to follow when the 
f -as notified aoout threats on King's life. The Bureau was 
notify ohe Atlanta police and appropriate local police, as - 
well as zecieral agencies.. The FBI would not notify Kin? iaa^~ 
ing that to local police. Headquarters instructed Chicago to 
checic on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eight 
cays later Chicago recommended against the attempt because th-r 
had no established sources in this "Negro bank in a Metro nei?h- 
OOIMCOO. Hoover wrote, "Shameful."' on two news' er-^eJ — a n~~ 
announcing King winning the Nobel Peace Prize and one an 'edi- 
torial, praising King and the civil rights movement.^; 

The FBI st 
rent three month; 
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:pned up its campaign against King during the 
in probable reaction to his getting the Nobel 
uiis cine Nicholas dc2. Katoanbach was actin? Attor- 
ney General. On the third of November, Hoover advised the White 
house arid tne Acting Attorney General of King's forthcoming : 
Saturday Evening Post article but he said nothing about his 
attempt to prevent its publication. On November 5, a telephone 
f 7 • conversation between CW)C7)Cf) and King was overheard by th^> vgj 
In the conversation, (b)(7)(C)was referred to by both men as 

• •(b)(7)(C).. pointed out that (b) (7) (cjUd abided by 

ear - J - e ^ decisions but now they were not in the same sitaution 
as they were with the Kennedy Administration and that the Civil 

Ik r| (h Ihfr/tM. (L^ ivf^f t4pj ^ 

IVil/ntj'flus k> Ufa fa Uphill) ' ^ 
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that (fyfr)CO wanted to 
meet with King. King said that the matter could be discussed 
in a forthcoming meeting in New York and that, "...after the 
election, it would be a new situation". The White House and 
Acting Attorney General were advised of this information.^,) 




On November 12 information was given to the [ (b)(7)(C)] 

' in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible 

and prospective [ •_/.*. . . . (b)(7)( C) ,_j_. . . , w 

.............. .] ^ ) . . T* ; 

The State Department asked for security information about 
King because cf the Oslo trip. Cn November 13, in a memo to 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Security, the Bureau, 
discussed only [ . . . (b) (7) (C) . .'. . ] He was called 
••••••••••••• .-7777777. . . : (b) (7) (C) ...... . 77777 7 77 7 7 7 7777 



J ” Also ’on the 13th, tne 



Legac L'GnCrjfi“was fold to advise the U.S. Ambassadors to 
England and Norway of icing's background in an effort to fore- . 
stall embassy receptions for King.^lT) 



On November 16, 1964, a memo was prepared which pulled 
together recent information indicating "further evidences of 
the influences in high places which Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and his associates are able to wield." On the 18th, Hoover 
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On the record. 



met with a delegation of several v?omen reporters, 
he called King "a notorious liar". Hoover's remark caused a 
sensation. Off the record. Hoover said of King: "He is one of 
the lowest characters in the country". Later one of these re- 
porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting between 
Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the request, 
"I have no appointment with King and I do not intend to make 
one"^) ; 

On November 19, 1564, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a 
memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtel and 
Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The 
memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to 
determine Wachtel ' s connection with the communist movement. In. 
a rather lengthy observation, Baumgardner wrote: 






"The significant thing involved here 
is not that these individuals have 
jumped quickly to King's defense, 
but rather that they are seizing the 
opportunity, in line v;ith a long-held 
communist objective, to launch a 
campaign to oust the Director as head, 
of the FBI^caJ 

The important thing at this 
point is to fellow this matter 
closely to determine the degree 
to which King follows their 
advice in regard to issuing the 
statement prepared by Wachtel 
for .we will then have further 
evidence of the extent to which 
king is being used by communist 
symapthizers in support of com- 
iuunish ob j ec tives . j 
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King sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Director' •. 
calling him a "notorious liar". On Novamber 20, it was recom- 
mended that Hoover ignore it. Hoover wrote: "OK. But I can't 
understand why we are unable to get the true facts 'before the 
public. He can't even get our accomplishments published. M-: 
arc never talcing the aggressive but allow lies to remain un- 
answered". A new 51 page profile of King was prepared on the 
23rd. On the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Deparint-r. 
to brief the USIA security officer about King. The security 
officer then requested supporting data so that he could ci sse.''!' 
< US I A from sponsoring King on a trip through Europe, Africa nro 
the Near East.. Belmont approved disseminating the information:' 



CLASSIFIED: SECRET .... EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1), 
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On November 27, 1964, Roy Wilkins requested and was 
. granted a meeting with DeLoach after Hoover had given a speech 
at Loyola University in Chicago in which he referred to "sexual 
degenerates" in civil rights groups.' According to a memo ran dun 
prepared by DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins asked that the FBI 
not ruin King because that would ruin the civil rights movement 
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The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get King to 
retire. DeLoach wrote that he chastized Wilkins for his comments 
about Hoover and the FBI. He said he warned Wilkins that if 
King wanted a war with the FBI, they had the ammunition and would 
win. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King was a liar and 
had sympathies toward the communist movement. Hoover, sent a 
letter to President Johnson about the meeting, ^ 

On November 30, permission was given to the Legat in London 
to- brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. On 
the same day King asked (k!)ClXO to discuss his five minute accep- 
tance speech with .. . CWOXO ••••*•■♦ He also said he was 
going to ask y\ndy Young and Harry Wachtel to write a 5 minute j 
speech each 

• . ; ... n 

Andrew Young called DeLoach on December 1, 1964 and re- 
quested a meeting between King and the Director. Young said 
that King wanted to talk about the future and not the*, past. 

DeLoach said he told Young" that the ".. .crusade of defamation 
against Mr. Hoover and the FBI... [the] campaign of slander and 
defamation against the Director and the FBI...'' by King and j 
„his organization behind "our” backs, must be. dropped. Hoover 
and King met in Hoover's office on December 1, Deixjach sat in 
on the meeting ar.d wrote s. 10 page memo to Mohr about the meet- 
ing. One and one half pages covered what King said: the. rest 
covers what Hoover said. This may actually represent the rela- 
tive amounts of conversation. King was overheard (by a tap) 
talking to a reporter and to Harry Wachtei and lie told them 
that he had spoken for 10 minutes and Hoover had spoken for .-45^ ' 

50 minutes. During the meeting King said he could never be a 
communist and he referred to his removal of . • • (l»X7)Cc) ■• • • 
..Hoover covered many subjects, including FBI infiltration of the 
Klan, upgrading of local police, psychoneurotic, tendencies of 
Gov. Wallace-, assignment of northern agents to the South, seme 
cases, Selma, that Aubrey Lewis (a black man) was an agent, 
that there were 10 or 11 Indian agents and 'Mexican-blooded" 
agents, and that the Bureau couldn't lower its standards just 
because of’ color. He gave King some advice: register Negroes 
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and educate Megores in certain skills. Hoover said he was Ih 
favor of equality in schools and restaurants bur against busing. 
He mentioned a shoeshine boy in Florida whom he knew who was a 
doctor. He told King to advise him of any bias or prejudice 
by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not 
provide protection. He concluded by talking about how good; j 
agents wer.e with gqnsc/u^ , . . . ! 



On the same day DeLoach met with James Farmer at Farmer's 
request. It was similar to DeLoach 1 s meeting with Wilkins^yu 

Hoover memorialized a call he had from Katzenbach wbd 
... had inquired about the meeting with King. He told Katzenbach 
. [' . that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach answered by 
yi saying that's all he could say about King. Hoover' told Katzenbach 

■ • that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he (Hoover) 

. had "taken the ball away from King" at the beginning of the afieet- 
• ing. Hoover sent a letter to President Johnson .and described 
the meeting as most amicable, /u) • . ' .. 



On the same day, Joseph Sizoo of the FBI sent Sullivan 
-a memo suggesting that selected Negro leaders come ro the. FBI 
; ■ on the pretext of learning the facts about what the FBI was 
doing under the Civil Rights statutes. They then would be 
told of King's background in an effort to have him removed. 

The White House would not be advised. The suggestion appears 
■ to be a follow-up to DeLoach' s meeting with Wilkins in lata 
.November. The idea apparently did not get beyond Sullivan and 
was not executed. /u.) : " ' 



On December 2, 1964, the Bureau observed press reaction 
to the meeting. A columnist who took Hoover's side was sent a 
letter of appreciation; a TV commentator who said King had 
"turned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was sent nothing. 
On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer who 
was assigned to protect King in Cincinnati that Kang had told 
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him he had no controversy with Hoover; that ha did not want to 
become involved in any controversy with Hoover; that ha would 
be a "fool" to become so involved; and that he would, therefore, 
avoid press conferences /bj 

On December 4, 1964 Wachtel told King that Kelson 
Rockefeller might contribute $250,00 .to King and that . Rockefeller 
had invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent 
material to Albany for former SAC Cornelius to brief Rockefeller 
about King's background. This action revealed that the Bureau 
had not changed its attitude about King as a result of King's 
meeting Hoover.^.) ‘ 

Also on December 4, 1964, Moyers called DeLoach and 
said that he and the President felt that an updated 13 page 
monograph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern- 
ment officials if it was in the interest of internal security. 

It had been sent to the White House about too weeks previously 
with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be dissemi- 
nated. It was sent to Justice, State and Defense Departments, 
CIA, USIA, and 'military intelligence officers on December 7. 

.On December 10, after Hoover approved it,. DeLoach briefed two 
members of the Baptist World Alliance about King's' background 
in an effort to forestall an invitation for King to apeak to 
the group. DoLcach had given a similar briefing si:-: months 
earlier to the Associate General Secretary of the Alliance. 

Hoover had disapproved a proposal to permit the Associate 

. General Secretary and another to. lists** to tapes of King 



On December 10, 1964 Wachtel advised King that Attorney 
General Katsenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the MAACP 
Legal Defense Fund to discuss "clearing" some one for the 
Fifth Circuit. King said he would back whomever Greenberg 
wanted. Hoover wrote on the memo: "This is shocking".' The 
information was forwarded to the White House and the Acting 
Attorney General 
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Also on December 10, after some internal discussion over 
, whether the Willard tapes should be completely transcribed, 

; Deloach said: "I fully agree that this work should eventually 
[ ; be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with 
King. I see no necessity, however, in this work being done I 

’ at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted j 

down considerably and we are not in need of transcriptions 
. right now, . . .hold off. . . until there is an actual need". 

Hoover wrote: "I think it should be done while it is fresh*'.' I 
. in the minds of the specially trained agents. "H'V It was done 

On December fourteen, Baumbardner characterised a pro- 
posal by SCLC to put pressure on white businesses to support 
; a homecoming for King’s return from Norway as.; "Sad commentary 
i on tactics..." On the same day Headquarters was provided wicfy 
j i a listing of checks drawn on King's New York account and the 
SAC in New York was instructed to uncover. any possible paramour 
of King's on Long Island. Also on the 14th Sullivan proposed 
to. Belmont that letters be sent to the White House and the 
Acting Attorney General in response to an editorial critical 
of Hoover and to a proposal by SCEF to send letters critical 
oi Hoover to the White House. Sullivan characterized the SCEF 
; ••’proposal iji terms of a conflict with Kin^y'^ 

It is evident from the enclosed... 
that it will be given widespread dissem- 
ination. This just highlights what to 
me is an indisputable fact and that is 
. . this Bureau has not yet , emerged vic- 

torious in its conflict with Martin 
Luther King.. I think we are deluding, 
ourselves if we believe that King and 
his followers and supporters around the 
•• - country have run for cover and are not 
attacking the F3I in one way or another. 

1 In view of this situation, realism makes 

it mandator]/ that we take every prudent 
step that we can take to emerge com- 
pletely victorious in this conflict. 

We should not take any ineffective or 
halfway measures, nor blind ourselves 
to the realities of the situation./^) 
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On December seventeen, Hoover sent a letter to Moyers 
(b) (7) (C) Apparently 
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• ' » • ° ° ° ° ° 2 « ° ° • On" the' nineteenth 'the monograph about* 

King was sent to the Director of the National Science Foundati 
in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter of 
black applicants for southern schools in their scholarship 
; program. 

On December 21, 1964, NSF’s Director, Leland Haworth, 
was sent more information about King '3 personal life by Hoover 
[ ...... (b ) (7) (C) • • ._. . . . , , , , . 

•] ‘On the twenty-first, Katzenbach was' ""advised bv 



;ed bv 



Hoover of an incident which was said to have occurred several 
years before in Memphis during a Negro Baptist. Convention. 'h 
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On December 29, 1964, Headquarters was advised by Atlanta 
of two conversations involving Coretta King, one with King’s 
secretary and one with Andrew Young. They discussed King's 
mental state, his rambling conversations in New York, an attempted 
tight with ! Abernathy in London and the Hoover conflict.. They 
discussed .how King might he relieved of some pressures. The 
transmission from Atlanta noted: '’The above information is being: 
furnished for the Bureau’s information to acquaint the Bureau! 
how shaken; Dr. King has become as a result of recent events 
and as a further indication of an area where he may be vulnerable 
to further | pres sures ” . t • (b) (7) (C) ^ . 
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On -January 5, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters that 
ICing was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI 
and fait his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was 
made on the previously ordered review of King's writings and: 
books in an effort to detect possible communist influence. 

The conclusion was that there were certain parallels but nc . 
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis- 
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance because he might meet a woman there. The nemo | i 
indicated, "security is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
.SAC in Atlanta called the Bureau and reported that the wire- 
taps indicated that King was very nervous and upset and was 
not sleeping well. He believed the Bureau had his 'phone - | : 

tapped. King said a tape and letter which referred .to . the 
V • o !. Cu)C7>CO • *••***•* had been 

sent to his home and his .wife had read the letter. King I 
said: "They are out to break me".- The SAC knew nothing of : r •' 0 
the tape.. King said in a tapped conversation that he needed! I, 
to talk with Hoover or DeLoach.^ , 

The so-called- <fc)C/)CO • • ■_ . had actually been mailed in 
late November 1964 by Lish Whitson, a former agent who flew * 

\ to Florida at Sullivan's instructions. Sullivan had nrevicusly 
Jtold 1 . . . .J to keep the microphone tapes together. ^ 

. Phillips was told to give some of the tapes to- John Matter of 
s the lab, Ke now thinks he. . .' *. . CfeX'^dO • • • • 

1 .. . . - . . .. When Matter returned- uhG w v7<lS 3. * 

f composite added P Sullivan had [cwcoi get him non-watermarked 
I stationery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and 
later gave £(la)C7}A)] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape 
was accompanied by a letter advising King that *' . 

• •_ • • • • oaraco • i 

Apparently King did not listen to the. tape until he returned 
from Oslo.: Ills wife is supposed to have listened to if also.^j 
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Cn January 5, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters that 
King was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI 
and felt his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was 
made on the previously ordered review of King's writings and 
books in an effort to detect possible communist influence. 

The conclusion was that there were certain parallels but no 
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis- 
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance because he might meet a woman there. The memo 
indicated, "security is paramount". Also on the sixth the . " 
SAC In Atlanta called the Bureau and reported that the, wire- 
taps indicated than King was very nervous and up sec and was 
not sleeping well. He believed the Bureau had his 'phone 
tapped. King said a tape and letter which referred .to . the 

. . . . CtfCrtCO * had been. 

sent to his home and his .wife had read the letter. King 
said: "They are out to break me". The SAC knew nothing of 
the tape. King said in a tapped conversation that he needed 
to talk with Hoover or DeLoach.^ ) 

* \ 

The so-called- (k)(t)CO ■ •• • had actually been mailed in 
late November 1964 by Lish. Whitson, a former agent who flew 
to Fiction at Sullivan's instructions. Sullivan had oreviously 

told £. . . CfaXTXc) J to keep the micro oho ne tapes together. 

Phillips was told to give soma of the tapes to John Matter of 
the. lab. lie now thinks he . . ' '. . CbXTldc) • * * - 

Whan Matter returned the tapes, there was a 
composite added. Sullivan had [(bX7)(C)] get him non-watermarked 
stationery. Sullivan took the tapes and the' stationery and 
later gave [Cb)C7KO] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape 

was accompanied by a letter advising King that ’ * • 

- - - • • • . CvbC-^CO 

Apparently King did not listen to the tape until he returned 
from Oslo. Ills wife is supposed to have listened to it aiso./£, 
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On January 6, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters and i 
New York that King had been resting at a house and only about 
two people knew about it. While he was sleeping [..(b)(7)(C)..] 
fire trucks arrived but there was no fire. King believed j 1 ' 
the FEI sent the trucks. He believed that either the FBI or 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation was tapping his phone. He 
said that Abernathy had received anonymous calls. He talked, 
about the tape that had been mailed and wanted Young and 
Abernathy to see Hoover. "They are out to get me, harass me,, 
break my spirit." He said that they must go to Hoover as ij 
there just wasn't any privacy. "What I do is only between me 
and my God. ■ ] :ji 

On January 7, 1965, an internal FBI memo prqposed Chat 
letters be sent to the White House and the Acting Attorney 
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps, 
harassment and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc- 
tor. The letters were sant to the White House and the Acting 
Attorney General on the eighth but they mentioned only King's 

becoming emotionally upset, his use of medication, . L 7 

(b)(7)(C ) ; .-.- rrrrrr TT j , 

'There was no mention of the taps and. harassment ,.j . 

At about this time, an aide of King's called Congressman 
Biggs and asked for advice about how to deal with Hoover. Diggs 
suggested peeing Hoover with ministers and telling him that 
the Bureau’s harassment of King was immoral. The Bureau noted 
that Diggs 1 referred to Hoover as "old man" and "Big Daddy", 
and mentioned the existence of Hoover’s files. Hoover wrote: 

"And I thought DeLoach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer 
that King 'would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King is 
spearheading this present agitation against FBI . ! 
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January 8, 1965 , Young called DeLoach and requested a /"T. 
meeting with Hoover or DeLoach. It was set for January 11. ( j^rh+r 
DeLoach told Mohr that Young would be told on the eleventh \ vJ 
that the Director was out. He suggested that he and <j ~ 3 inHaug^ yj/h 
meet with Young. Hoover approved. Leinbaugh was the origina- ( » 
tor of the Lorraine Hotel CGINTZLPRO activity Ju. ) ^ 

. • ■ . . 

On January 7, 1965, a report from txv-o NAACP contacts 
in' Memphis said King ' [ lb) (7) (C) • 

* *• rn"~Ihs3e 

| ‘ con t actT^Te^eHSeThg developed as part of an FBI program, "Liaison 
with Groups Sponsoring Integration". On the same day. Head- 
quarters received a report of checks drawn on King's New York 
bank in November 1964. (&) 

January 8, 1965, Milton Jones of the FBI gave DeLoach 
an Italian magazine article about King's trip to Europe. The 
article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine ! j 
had been a! Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones forwarded I I f 
the article with a note: "It appears the article... contains ' j . 

* excellent public source material for our contacts in this 
country who ; would be interested in the true, background of.; Martin ; 

: Luther King."^^ ■' ••W'Vj j- s; : 

Joseph Sizoo advised Sullivan on January 8 that he had 
authorized misur s in King's and Young’s hotel rooms in Now York. 

On the. tenth a three page memorandum was prepared from che pro- 
ducts of the microphones. King, and perhaps Young anu Bernard 
Lee, an SCLC aide, discuss phone taps and information the Bureau 
had and how DeLoach and Hoover should be approached. Some men- 
tion. was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau characterized him as 
being associated with communist causes and as being critical i 
. of the Bureau. The bugs also recorded King characterizing the 
mailing of the tape as, "God’s out to get you", and as a warn- 
ing from God that King had not been living up to his responsi- 
bilities in relation to the role in which history had cast him. 

X UJ • 0 • ■ o C b) (7) (C) ... ■ . 1, 1^ .... . • n 
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On January 11, 1965 DeLoach sent Mohr an extraordinary 
memo about his (and Leinbaugh's) meeting with Abernathy and 
Young. DeLoach said Abernathy could not "cope" and that Young 
had to taka over the conversation. 3oth were said to be un- 
able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's personjal 
life but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight 
in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done to ; 
protect SCluC from commupist infiltration, DeLoach told him to y 
go to HUAC for information because FBI files were confidential. 
On at least two other points, DeLoach lied to them: he told j 
Abernathy chat SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; and, 
he said the FBI 2iad taken no action on rumors regarding King’s 
personal life . ..... . 

‘7 On January 12, 1965, ]..(7)(C) . discussed a meejt- 

ing *-had attended with King and others to talk about •! 

Mississippi* Also on the twelfth a proposal was made to attepip 
to stop StJ Peter's College from giving King an honorary degree 
The idea was scrapped because the FBI didn't know anyone at 
St. Peter' $ well enough. [ . • - - (b) (7) (C) . . • . 



On January 19, 1965, Headquarters sent a memo to Denver 
ins true ring agents to cover King's actions while in the area I 
to give a speech but not to embarass the Bureau. King had bqen 
assaulted while in Selma and there were news photos of the 

attacic. [ . . ......................... (b) (7) (C) J 

On January 21, Headquarters told Atlanta to 1 

[,. (b)(7)(C). ] A i so on the twenty- first, Sullivan sent 

Eelraont a memo of his meeting with Ralph McGill, Publisher of 
the Atlanta Constitution, who had been told by the Bureau abqut 
King's personal life. McGill said he was concerned and wanted 
to get King out of the Civil Rights movement. He said he had 
been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Moyers, Ralph Bunche 
and Harry Ashmore about it. Hoover sent, a letter forwarding 
McGill’s views to President Johnson. /o 
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^ Oh Jsnucijry 25, 1965, Atlanta TGcjuGstod a 90 day sxtZGnslo 1 *! 1 
of the raisur on King's house. Oh the twenty-sixth, Sizoo advised 
Sullxvan he had authorized misurs of King for too days at a 
hotel in New York because of the potential for developing intell 
ger.ce information. ru \ 

^ ,, Selected memoranda between February 1965 and December 

1967 indicated that the Bureau continued its campaign to dis 
dit and neutralize King. In February 1965 Atlanta was repri- 
manded for not forwarding information about King quickly 
In February the Bureau proposed to seek Cardinal Spellman's 
A.ts preventing the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council 
from giving King an award. Hoover said no. But in March, 

Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's 
ground In an effort to tone down "Martin Luther Kihg Day"^£ 

F. Early 1967-1968 ' _ 

The primary concerns of the Bureau relating to Dr. King 
at this time were his anti- Viet Nam statements and his planned 
Washington Spring Project which later became the Poor People's 
* Campaign, On December 7 ; 1967 the Bureau alerted various f 
offices and told them to develop ghetto informants , if they 
had none . and to report weekly on plans for the Project. O 
December 20, 1967 an updated monograph cf King was 

8 . CLASSIFIED : EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1) ............. . 

_ : I 

. ] ^ It also referred to King's statements 

about Viet! Nam and the Spring Project. ^c.) ... || , 

In December 1967, King was preparing a taped series of ^ 
lectures for Canadian radio. The Director instructed the Legat n 
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangements , including l| ^ 

financing, for the series. The justification was to find the £ 

source of funds to finance a "new program... of massive, civil P 

disobedience demonstrations which may result in riots". The j £ 

Director was referring to the Spring Project in which King had - 

threatened | continuing demonstrations until Congress passed a % 

program designed to help blacks^, j j 3 

\ !! V. : t 



CONFIDENTIAL 



r - i i uKutbbnu gszmtwiz 

On January 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsey Clark tumad\ H oAIwhyt 
\ down a Bureau request to tap SCLC. In January Senator Robert !i V ^vV 
Byrd (B-W.Va.) attempted to enlist DeLoach's assistance in pre- 
; paring a speech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King 
meet his "Waterloo" before the Spring Project. DeLoach refused- J •■/'•y! 
. Other January memos dealt principally with the Project, (u) ~| 

« : ' 

In February 1968, the Bureau learned that King had met ;j 
in Washington with H. Ralph 3rown and Stokely Carmichael to i 
discuss the Project.' King was angry that the two might attempt If 
to foment violence. On February 20, 1968, at the request of ■ j J 
the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former baseball player.!; 

The ball player apparently had no respect for King; j........ iw 

•• (b)(7)(C) 7.V..! i V‘. 



: N Hoover approved another updating of King’s monograph, 

, to be completed by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dissemina- 
to government officials before the Spring Project to remind 
them of “the wholly disreputable character of King". It was : 
jv77;jalso recommended and. approved to advise the White Rouse and the 
1 ! Attorney General of the involvement of. [(b) (7) (Q) . ...... . . '.J^n 

the Project to show "the communist he In King is receiving ip 
proposed Washington Spring Project".^!) 

On March 20, 1968, Hoover approved briefing Cardinal 
0* Boyle find Bishop Lord of Washington about the potential for 
■’ violence in, the Spring Project and asking them to call for non- 
‘7-vj violence. On March 21, the Dirac tor sent an "Urgent" teletype 
•• to various field offices reminding them to carry out previous 
fij instructions concerning the Project. On March 25, the President 
; - 'I wac advised by the Bureau that Robert Kennedy (D-N.Y.) had 

attempted to contact King before he announced for the Presidency. 
The next day an updated 39 page monograph about King was dissemi- 
.* , nated and j[b)(7)(C^as overheard discussing plans and fund raising 
v‘ 7 for the Project. ■ \ \ ; , v 4: 

k On March 28, 1968, Dr. King led a march in Memphis, in 

support of striking sanitati.cn workers. The march turned 
. violent and King was taken by his aides and the police from the 
area to a Holiday Inn. As a COI'dTELPRO activity. Hoover approved 
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sending th<j> following information to “friendly'* news media: 

Martin Luther King injected himself . a^m 
into the strike in Memphis... and the h aIH 

result of King's famous espousal of 
nonviolence was vandalism,’ looting and u/JOvs W 

■ • riot * ... , 

„ Previously, King involved himself 
! i n strike, called for a general 

strike, and called for a mass march. 

Today he led the mass march in an ■ 
automobile at the head of the line. , ,i ;' 4 j 'I 

Negroes began shouting ‘black power' / : ^ 

jand trouble began. King, apparently ' I J 

i unable or unwilling to control the • ! : :;.i 

marchers, absented himself from the f . 4 

•/•h ^ scene; window breaking and looting 
v :r.. .y., broke out. fa ' 



! ' Memphis may only be the prelude 
■] the civil strife in our Nation's 
V£, Capitol. 



On March 29 and 30, 1968 King engaged in several overheard 
; telephone conversations and meetings, "ome with tCLXl)(C)jto 
discuss the Memphis violence. He was extremely dejected^and 
considered his Manage and the image of nonviolence to have been 
adversely affected. The press was critical. At first he con- 
s' ' side ired abandoning Memphis and the Spring Project; he considered 
\iU m p . . c Aides feared for his safety if he returned to 

Mempnxs . ^ (bK7KC)ptrongly urged him to go forward with his plan 
jffiji He fccld thair he was not responsible for the violence of ! ; 

: ° j £k\ z- 7 w«\ ally ’ a£ter a lon § meeting in Atlanta with his sfaff 

and W King decided to return to Memphis.^.; j~ . 

^ wUtk ck^u h ffflv jliwj /wW L -utnJi/ 

•ill I : All. . I nil. . I-' J .A W . ' - * i • 
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On April 1, 1963, the Bureau advised the White House>/ L 
but not Attorney General Clark, of a tapped discussion, between ' - ^ 
(b) (7) (C^nd Kins concerning the Presidential race between Johnson 
Kennedy and McCarthy. On April 2, Attorney General Clark turned )i+ it 
dov.Ti a request to tap SCLC in Atlanta and Washington /u 

Mh 

The Bureau directed four specific COINTELPRO activities §j§f< 

against King in 1963. Most were clearly designed to have an pSp 

adverse effect on the Spring Project, particularly with respect |§f ; 

to fund raising. One, of course, concerned King's staying at fer 

a i th f ( ED , 3 ; i ^y Inn in Memphis. <£> ^ all ,flWl 

Xvwvcf -J h pM r\ k at MUVh frlifC if i -UU. fUu rf~'Vttfa’Wc AM^U (in{ M&wWffl 

King was assassinated' in Memphis on April 4, 1968.^_W^-wv ftfaWfcl 
/'T'j UbX?)CO] continued to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew YouhS b 3 )Lud%:l 
/ others. The Bureau continued their campaign against King / bvu U ~ 



. ft! 
Vxr ra£ 



- — U 1VJ 

by various periodic briefings designed to thwart declaring 
King's birt hday a national holiday. 



b i/is V 14 



lt,WKr) ) vAmsIL yWTju <f Mplt ,yl{ j[kPpn y/pjkrd 
Ofifru. . J\\j\/) jlfvi'i {vUA it-W 4-2-4 filti l) }lD 

. M-frpt i/$W /]\jv> W (sh-dl , 
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INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING’S DEATH 
BY TT III FBI 



A . Adequacy of the Investigation 

My reading of the assassination investigation leads me 
to conclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, 
thorough and professional. Every conceivable lead seems to 
have been pursued. Great numbers of persons who were known to 
dislike blacks were checked out as suspects. All Bureau field 
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation 
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that 
leads in his area ware run down. I nave talked with three 
attorneys who, at various times, had responsibility for moni- 
toring the investigation and all are satisfied that the FBI 
had nothing to do vith Martin Luther King's assassination. (CL; 




B. Indications of' Bureau Involvement in the 
Assassination 

There are none with the exception of the COINTELPEG 
activity of proposing that a blind memorandum be sent to a 
‘■Memphis paper to embarrass King into moving into the Lorraine 
Hotel v/here he was shot. That has been investigated previously 
and its purpose is subject to a different interpretation, dis- 
cussed below 

Evidence exists that the FBI was not involved in King : o 
assassination. On April 2, 1S68 Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCLC in 
Atlanta and Washington to leam about plans for the Peer 
People’s Campaign. This request indicates that the FBI expected 
no change lu SCLC's (and King’s) plans. The attempt to dis- 
credit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis 
papers indicates a continuation of the.. Bureau' s campaign against 
King. Logic suggests that the last thing J. Edgar Hoover wanted 
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his image.. This 
runs counter to years of effort by the F3I to discredit and 
neutralise King. Finally, the Investigation was so massive and 
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